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Reaching Rural 
Draft Rural Strategy

2021-2025
Consultation Response Template

Closing date: Thursday 30th September

Please tick as appropriate:

• I am responding as an individual

• I am responding on behalf of an organisation

• Name and address of organisation

In responding to the questions below, please try to support your response with facts,  
data or specific examples which demonstrate your point of view.

1. Do you agree with the proposed themes, outcomes and priorities which have shaped this draft  
Rural Strategy?

2. Are you aware of anyone who has recently had to move from your rural area due to a lack of affordable 
housing? (300 words available)



 

2

Reaching Rural 
Draft Rural Strategy

2021-2025
2. Have the housing related challenges which face people living in rural areas been sufficiently considered? 

3. Have the needs of those with additional housing support requirements (i.e. older people, those with a 
disability or mental health issues, young people, those faced with homelessness) in rural areas been 
appropriately considered? 
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4. Will rural housing need tests which incorporate the proposed ‘housing health-check’ service offer an 

appropriate level of engagement with rural communities to encourage those in need of support to come 
forward?

5. Do you agree with the emphasis on facilitating the development of both social and intermediate housing 
within mixed-tenure environments to promote cohesion and sustainability in rural areas? 
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6. Do you agree with the proposal to examine the potential for community-led housing as an additional way 

of addressing housing supply issues in rural areas in NI?

7. Have the challenges associated with increasing energy efficiency in rural housing stock, the reliance on 
carbon based heating systems in rural areas and the measures required to address these issues, been 
sufficiently considered? 
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8. Will the various forms of promotion and consultation outlined throughout the draft Strategy (e.g. 

consultation events, magazines, local press, social media) be sufficient to reach those in rural communities 
who could benefit from them? If not, please outline other methods of communication which should be 
considered.

9. What would you determine to be the main challenges facing the delivery of this strategy over the next 
four years?
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10. Please provide any other comments which should be considered in the development and delivery of this  

4 year Rural Strategy.

When completed, please send to 
rural.housing@nihe.gov.uk

Or alternatively, return by post to:

The Rural & Regeneration Unit
Housing Executive
The Housing Centre
2 Adelaide Street
Belfast BT2 8PB
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	Question 1: We agree with the proposed themes, outcomes and priorities which have shaped this draft Rural Strategy. The issues are really the challenges ahead such as the existing shortage of homes which are affordable and accessible; hidden housing needs, for example migrants and their families, in rural villages and settlements; the often reduced access to basic services, facilities, advice and support; and a higher occurrence of less energy efficient homes and fuel poverty.

Other challenges include, in terms of resources, shrinking economy and politics of Brexit as well as social needs of migrants who are working and living in the rural areas in Northern Ireland. Their social needs include rural jobs, affordable homes, health and social cares, education and training, local transports, interpretation, etc. We are shocking in the consultation documents with no mention about migrants who serve for the rural development and rural economy in the context of ageing population for the future sustainable development.
	Check Box 4: Off
	Check Box 5: Yes
	Name 2: Northern Ireland Council for Racial Equality 
	Address 2: 7 Rugby Road, Belfast BT7 1PS
	Question 2: The draft Strategy sufficiently considered the housing challenges of people living in rural areas but only Catholic and Protestant community only without visible (invisible) migrants workforce who are living in rural areas. We agreed with the proposed rural housing need testing, new social and affordable housing, in 36 locations of rural communities across NI through 12 new housing schemes. There should be a compulsory consultation of migrants and their families with interpreters at each of the 36 local rural area.

We also agreed the draft Strategy to have 425 new build social homes in rural areas helping to address social housing need and support the growth of these communities.
	Question 3: In general, the draft Strategy has been considered additional housing support requirements such as elderly people, disabled persons, including mental health issues, young people and those faced homelessness. Unfortunately, no mention the invisible migrants and their families. These additional support, according to NI Housing Executive survey, such as accommodation for young families, elderly people and those with mobility requirements. Other areas include health and social care services, schools,shops, post-office, lack of public amenity spaces or health and well-being activities and programmes. Little mentioned additional support for homelessness, in particular the affordable home. The invisible migrants and their families can apply all these additional support at local rural areas. 


	Question 4: We do believe that the rural housing need tests which incorporate the proposed"housing health-check" service offer an appropriate level of engagement with rural communities, whether it help those in need of support to come forward depending on the following issues, such as affordable home, seek alternative more suitable accommodation and homelessness. These are all applied to the invisible migrants and their families.
	Question 9: We do agree with emphasis on facilitating the development of both social and intermediate housing within mixed-tenure environments to promote cohesion and sustainability in rural areas. 
	Question 6: Community involvement and participation are the foundation of community-led housing. We agreed with the proposal as an additional way of addressing housing supply issues in rural areas in NI.
	Question 7: The challenges associated with increasing energy efficiency in rural housing stock, the reliance on carbon based heating systems in rural areas and the measures required of address these issues have been considered. This issue directly links to available resources to implement the action plan. We need to ensure these resources are available.
	Question 8: The proposed communication strategy is alright, but we can involve with local school to work with communication team to produce newsletters, consultation event through drama, etc. which promote community-led on rural housing in NI.

	Question 10: The main challenges are available resources, Brexit and previous EU funding on rural developments, pandemic and shrinking economy, and NI Protocol. 
	Question 11: We must ensure invisible migrants and their families are involved and participated in the development and delivery of this 4 year Rural Strategy.


